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Global Response to Health Challenges is failing

The North South gap has grown

(again)

• Covid 19 has served as a revelator – as HIV did 25 years agos a both a 
revelator of the global shortcomings and the trigger for doing it right

• We are again at a critical juncture – Health is a condition for human 
development and a basic human right



The why?

• Lack of leadership to “impose a partnership framework in support of 

equitable access to health systems and products

• The private sector is not doing what it should – more interested in 

immediate gains and posturing

• Goverments are not playing their role – too shy

• Institutions are having a very difficult time surviving in turbulent times

• WHO is actually saying the right things – but not sufficiently supported 

politically and therefore not able to overcome vested interests



WHO Director-General's remarks 

at global meeting on future 

respiratory pathogen pandemics 

– 25 April 2023

we seek your commitment to ensure that PRET is a joint, inclusive project, 

bringing together stakeholders from across sectors, including faith-based 

organizations, vulnerable populations, and labour organizations.

WHO lead position must be supported (G7/G20 and many more)



The how?

• The public private partnerships are the only way to achieve the common 

goal

• As Paul Polman used to say “you need infinite patience” to build these 

partnerships 

• You must create the conditions for building trust and clear priciples of 

transparency

• The flurry of innovation, digital solutions will only be as productive and 

useful as they should if a “partnership” supports them

• There will be no equitable access to public goods without a true 

patnership framework



We can actually do it and no need to 

reinvent the wheel

• It has been done before and it can be done again

• Policy framework exists – OECD principles of aid effectiveness

• All that is required is the political will to call all players to 

accept the principles and modalties of a partnership 

framework that will ensure equitable access to health 

services and partnerships as public goods

• We have an obligation to succeed together in partnership
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